
Ergon Marine & Industrial Supply, Inc., was founded in 1969 as the 
Ergon General Store, providing support in the form of groceries and 
other supplies for Magnolia Marine Transport Company (MMT). In 
1974, the Ergon General Store became incorporated and began the 
process of expanding its services to other marine transport 
companies. In 1975, EMIS moved its headquarters from Houma, LA, 
joining MMT in Vicksburg, MS. A second facility opened in 
Memphis, TN, in 1982. Ergon General Store officially became known 
as Ergon Marine & Industrial Supply in 2001, and in light of the 
company’s continued expansion, EMIS purchased equipment from 
Patton Tully and added fleeting to its list of services.

EMIS has earned noteworthy recognition and awards for its 
services. These include the 2008 Outstanding Response and 
Assistance certificate, and the 2009 Meritorious Public Service 
Award, presented “in recognition of notable services that have 
assisted greatly in furthering the aims and functions of the U.S. 
Coast Guard,” for coordinating emergency responses and helping to 
recover drifting barges.

Visit us at:  www.ergonmarine.com

Golding Barge Line is a Marine Transportation company operating 
tank barges and towing vessels. Golding is specialized in the 
movement of refined petroleum products, petro-chemicals, and 
chemical products throughout the entire US inland waterway 
system. It has been developed into a well-established barge line, 
with a long heritage in the barge industry. All of GBL's boats have 
been custom built and are powered by CAT engines, which are 
proven to be the most energy efficient source of power available on 
the inland waterways. Its barges have been designed and built to 
the company's unique set of specifications. The goal of Golding 
Barge Line is to hire motivated and qualified personnel who are 
interested in growth and advancement opportunities within the 
Marine Industry.

Visit us at:  www.goldingbarge.com

As an established industry leader servicing the US Gulf and beyond, 
Associated Terminals is committed to providing consistent, high 
quality, customized services, including agricultural commodity 
exports, in-plant services, midstream  and general cargo 
operations, mooring, logistical solutions and terminal port 
operations, for both the import and export of commodities. Our 
success has been made possible by the strong support of our 
customers and their confidence in our ability to deliver world-class 
service.  Founded in 1990, our operational bases include Myrtle 
Grove, Violet, Chalmette, Reserve, Convent and Port Allen, 
Louisiana. Over the years, we have continually expanded our 
capabilities, assets and geographical locations in order to meet the 
growing needs of our customers.

Visit us at: https://www.associatedterminals.com/

Founded in 1988, Big River Shipbuilders, Inc has maintained a 
presence in Vicksburg, MS and all along the Mississippi River.  
Family owned and operated; our company is proud of the 
diversification of services it provides the maritime community.  At 
the present time, Big River offers services for shore based and river-
based industry through our full-service fabrication and machine 
shop.  This shop also acts as a support for our shipyard. Located 
nearby on the Port of Vicksburg, our shipyard is complete with 2 
large dry docks and multiple mobile cranes. From this location, we 
can handle repairs and new build projects on either barges or tow 
boats.  While the fabrication shop and shipyard are taking care of 
our customers, Big River also offers an on-call salvage response 
team. This team responds to sunken vessels all along the Mississippi 
River and her tributaries. They are certified marine fire fighters, 
crane operators, and trained in inland marine spill response. 

Visit us at http://bigrivershipbuilders.us/
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Magnolia Marine Transport Company is based in Vicksburg, MS 
and operates one of the largest inland waterways black oil 
transport fleets in the United States, which consists of 24 
towboats and more than 90 barges. As an Ergon company MMT 
has over 300 employees and moves product throughout the entire 
Mississippi River system and Intracoastal Waterways. Magnolia 
Marines management systems help ensure the safety of our 
people and environmental stewardship while maintaining the 
integrity of crude oil, process oils, asphalts, specialty oils and 
finished products from loading through delivery.

Visit us at:  https://magnoliamarine.com

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Vicksburg District is 
engineering solutions for the nation's toughest challenges. One of 
USACE's largest civil works districts, we cover a 68,000-square-mile 
area across portions of Mississippi, Arkansas and Louisiana that 
includes seven major river basins, nine watersheds, 10 flood 
control reservoirs and approximately 460 miles of mainline 
Mississippi River levees. Our missions include infrastructure design 
and construction, flood risk management, navigation, ecosystem 
restoration, water supply, regulatory, recreation, hydropower, 
emergency operations and support to contingency operations. Our 
workforce of 1,100 engineers, technical experts and other 
professionals are committed to the communities we serve.

Visit us at: www.mvk.usace.army.mil

Hinds Community College is a community college with its main 
campus located in Raymond, Mississippi. Hinds Community College 
has 6 locations located in Jackson, Rankin, Raymond, Utica, and 
Vicksburg. With an enrollment of over 12,000 students at six 
campuses, it is one of the largest community colleges in 
Mississippi.

Get enrolled in one of our 70 career and technical programs and 
train for high-wage, high-skill and high-demands jobs. The best-
paying jobs of the future will all require some form of training 
beyond high school. Find the best for your future at Hinds 
Community College.

Visit us at: http://www.hindscc.edu

The Seamen's Church Institute (SCI) "Works on the River" by 
providing spiritual counseling, mariner skill and management 
training, and legal advocacy.  Through our Ministry on the Rivers 
and Gulf, Chaplains build supportive relationships with mariners 
through vessel visitation and social media.

At our Centers for Maritime Education, mariners learn to drive 
water vessels through classroom instruction, online courses, and 
simulation.  Our Center for Seafarer's Rights (CSR) advocates for 
mariner's rights.

Visit us at:  https://seamenschurch.org/

The Coast Guard is one of our nation's five military services. We 
exist to defend and preserve the United States. We protect the 
personal safety and security of our people; the marine 
transportation system and infrastructure; our natural and economic 
resources; and the territorial integrity of our nation from both 
internal and external threats, natural and man-made. We protect 
these interests in U.S. ports and inland waterways, along the coasts, 
on international waters.

We are a military, multi-mission, maritime force offering a unique 
blend of military, law enforcement, humanitarian, regulatory, and 
diplomatic capabilities. These capabilities underpin our three broad 
roles: maritime safety, maritime security, and maritime 
stewardship.

The Coast Guard proudly performs 11 official missions including: 
Port & Waterway Security, Drug Interdiction, Aids to Navigation, 
Search & Rescue, Living Marine Resources, Marine Safety, Defense 
Readiness, Migrant Interdiction, Marine Environmental Protection, 
Ice Operations, Law Enforcement.

Visit us at: https://www.uscg.mil/

We are a marine transportation company that hauls both dry and 
liquid products in bulk. We also provide fully found vessel 
chartering services for companies in need of horsepower 
throughout the Western Rivers and Gulf Intracoastal Waterways of 
the United States.
Our history starts in 1936 at the Vicksburg City Front where the 
Great Grandfather of the current generation of owners started a 
fisheries and survey boat business. From those beginnings, In 1979 
J.O. Smith Jr started Yazoo River Towing. The primary job of YRT 
was to move grains and fertilizers on the Yazoo River from as far 
north as Greenwood, MS, to the Mississippi River. Since then, the 
company has grown and expanded into the vast majority of rivers 
that flow into the entire Mississippi Valley River System.
Today, we also provide freight logistics services for multi-river 
freight moves as well as project cargo transits. We are a member 
of the American Waterways Operators and the Waterways Council 
Inc. Yazoo River Towing, Inc. is TMSA certified with SIRE inspected 
vessels for the use of petroleum and hazardous chemical towing. 
We are proud to have called Vicksburg, MS home for the last 49 
years.

Visit us at: www.yazoorivertowing.com

http://www.uscg.mil/


A Journey of Exploration on America's Waterways.

What Kind of Careers Can You Get Along the River?
There are many career opportunities to explore in the maritime/river industry.

Trade Positions:
· Captain / Pilot
· Chief Engineer
· Deckhand
· Cook / Chef
· Diesel Mechanic
· Divers
· Tankerman
· Terminal Worker
· Bridge Tender
· Ferry Boat Operators
· Riverboat Operations
· Engineer
· Environmental Compliance
and Safety Officer

· Mate - 1st/2nd
· Fleeting Services

Shipyard POsitions:
· Welder
· Electrician
· Pipe Fitter
· Mechanic
· Painter / Blaster
· Crane Operator
· Shipyard Superintendent
· Fork Lift Operator
· Barge Washer
· Port Master
· Heavy Equipment Operator
· Laborer
· Machinist
· Marine Mechanic
· Oiler
· Clerk

College / Advanced Degree:
· Lawyer
· Accountant
· General Manager
· Sales / Marketing
· Logisitics Coordinator
· Insurance
· Risk Management
· Human Resources / Counselor
· Environmental Manager
· Naval Architect
· Marine Surveyor
· Purchasing Agent
· Clerk
· Administrative Assistant
· Cruise Director
· Marine Chemist
· IT / Computer Programmer
· Mechanical Engineer
· Journalist
· Photographer
· Wildlife / Fisheries Biologist
· Conservation Officer
· Radio Technicians

Government:
· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
· U.S. Coast Guard
· U.S. Forest Service / Forester
· U.S. Maritime Service
· U.S. Merchant Marine
· U.S. Navy
· U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
· Dept. of Natural Resources - DNR
· Lockmaster
· Watershed Coordinator
· Search & Rescue
· Environmental Protection
· Safety, Security, & Stewardship

RiverWorks Discovery® is a national outreach 
education effort of the National Rivers Hall of 
Fame located at the National Mississippi River 

Museum & Aquarium.
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